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Introduction 

It’s already 2022.  We hope everyone 
had a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  The year 2021 went by so fast 
and 2020 we hope not to remember.  At 
least in 2021, things seemed to have 
opened up a bit from the missing-in-action 
of 2020.  We got to start meeting in person 
again and having dinners and exercises 
together.  This year, we hope to come out in 
full force.  ECA is planning to have 
exercises, work days and other activities in 
the great outdoors.  Work days will be one 
Saturday a month at the County Shed at 
Lindenwood Ave. and Carr Street in north 
St. Charles (by the Boy’s and Girl’s Club). 

There is a plan to form a new training 
workbook for ARES®.  It will be similar to 
the taskbook put out by the ARRL but will 
have the training that is primarily relevant to 
the roll we as communicators will play in a 
disaster as well as good things to know for 
your home station.  The intent is not to push 
training down the throats of the ARES® 
volunteers but provide a basis for activating 
and carrying out our roll as volunteers.  
Workdays and meetings will help provide 
the training to complete this workbook.  
Come check it out, it may actually be fun. 

For those that have not completed the 
severe weather training, the National 
Weather Service has on-line scheduling of 
their training so keep in tune by periodically 
checking their website for training 
opportunities. 

Net Control opportunities are open for 
those that may wish to hone your skills as 
an Net Control Operator (NCO).   Contact 
us at the following e-mail address if you are 
interested in serving the group as an NCO:  
william.a.grimsbo@charter.net.  Typically, 
we need four (4) NCOs per month with a 
stand-in for the months that have five (5) 

Mondays.  Net scripts and a logging 
program from Ken (W0KAH) are available 
for those interested.  This is good practice 
for the real thing and gets operators 
acquainted with how directed nets work. 

Remember that our nets are according 
to the following schedule: 

 

Regional Emergency Management Net – 
every Monday night at 1900 hrs on 
DEM-VHF-1 repeater. 

ARES® Net – 2000 hrs on the 145.490(-) 
CTCSS 141.3 Hz repeater 
 

Our meetings are on the second 

Thursday of the month at 1900 hrs at the 

County EOC on TR Hughes Blvd near 

Tom Ginnever behind the County Police 

building.  All are welcome to attend our 
meetings and all radio amateurs are 
welcome to check in to our ARES® nets.  
We look forward to hearing you on the nets 
and seeing you in person at our meetings.  
We’re a pretty laid-back and friendly group 
so come check us out.  Hope to see you 
soon.  Stay safe out there… 

 
- That’s all for now.  73 

DE N0PNP 
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EMCOMM and You 
 

You may be considering a leadership 
position in ARES® at some point in the 
future.  The following is an excerpt from 
the 2015 ARES® Handbook regarding 
the key responsibilities of the 
Emergency Coordinator (EC): 
 

“The key responsibilities of the EC 

are: 

 

 Promote and enhance the activities 
of the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service (ARES) for the benefit of the 
public as a voluntary, non-
commercial communications service. 
 

 Manage and coordinate the training, 
organization, and emergency 
participation of interested amateurs 
working in support of the 
communities, agencies, or functions 
designated by the Section 
Emergency Coordinator/Section 
Manager. 
 

 Establish viable working 
relationships with federal, state, 
county, city governmental and 
private agencies in the ARES 
jurisdictional area which need the 
services of ARES in emergencies.  
Determine what agencies are active 
in your area, evaluate each of their 
needs, and which ones you are 
capable of meeting, and then 
prioritize these agencies and needs. 
Discuss your planning with your 
Section Emergency Coordinator and 
then with your counterparts in each 
of the agencies.  Ensure they are all 
aware of your ARES group’s 
capabilities and, perhaps more 
importantly, your limitations. 
 

 Develop detailed local operational 
plans with served agencies and 

partners in your jurisdiction that set 
forth precisely what each of your 
expectations are during a disaster 
operation. Work jointly to establish 
protocols for mutual trust and 
respect. All matters involving 
recruitment and utilization of ARES 
volunteers are directed by you, in 
response to the needs assessed by 
the agency officials.  Technical 
issues involving message format, 
security of message transmission, 
Disaster Welfare Inquiry policies, 
and others, should be reviewed and 
expounded upon in your detailed 
local operations plans. 
 

 Establish local communications 
networks run on a regular basis and 
periodically test those networks by 
conducting realistic drills. 
 

 Establish an emergency traffic plan, 
with Welfare traffic, utilizing the 
National Traffic System as one 
active component for traffic handling. 
Establish an operational liaison with 
local and section nets, particularly 
for handling Welfare traffic in an 
emergency situation. 
 

 In times of disaster, evaluate the 
communications needs of the 
jurisdiction and respond quickly to 
those needs. The EC will assume 
authority and responsibility for 
coordinating emergency response 
and performance by ARES 
personnel under his or her 
jurisdiction. 
 

 Work with other non-ARES amateur 
providers of Amateur Radio 
emergency communications to 
establish mutual respect and 
understanding, and a coordination 
mechanism for the good of the public 
and Amateur Radio. The goal is to 
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foster an efficient and effective 
Amateur Radio response overall. 
 

 Work for growth in your ARES 
program, making it a stronger, more 
valuable resource and hence able to 
meet more of the agencies’ local 
needs. There are thousands of new 
Technicians coming into the 
Amateur Service that would make 
ideal additions to your ARES roster. 
A stronger ARES means a better 
ability to serve your communities in 
times of need and a greater sense of 
pride for Amateur Radio by both 
amateurs and the public. 
 

 Report regularly to the SEC, as 
required. 
 

 ECs are encouraged to complete the 
ARRL EC-001, Introduction to 
Emergency Communications training 
course.” 

 
This may seem like a lot and it is but 

the EC doesn’t do all of this alone.  
There are actually three levels of 
leadership referred to as ECs:  The 
Section EC which has jurisdiction at the 
state or section level, the District EC 
(such as District C which consists of 
eleven (11) counties) and the local or 
County EC.  Some cities may be large 
enough to warrant a city EC.  Each of 
them may have assistant ECs as well 
and help from the general ARES® 
membership.  Also, it doesn’t all have to 
be done at the same time.  Some 
organizations start small and grow over 
time, creating more need in the future 
for some of these things than may exist 
at the moment.  It may start with the first 
three bullets and move into the others 
as time passes and the organization 
grows.  ARES® always has room for a 
few good folks to volunteer as 
Emergency Coordinators or Assistant 

ECs.  Talk to Ken (W0KAH – St. 
Charles County Assistant EC), Bill 
(N0PNP – St. Charles County EC and 
District C EC) or Jeff (KB3HF -Missouri 
Section EC) if you might be interested in 
serving as a leader in the ARES® 
branch of the ARRL Field Organization. 

By the way, we want to thank those 
that participated in the severe weather 
net on Friday December 10

th
.  That net 

was very busy and tense since we had 
tornados in St. Charles County and at 
one point had responders in the field 
doing SAR while additional severe 
weather was coming to the county.  
Sirens were activated four times for the 
various warnings.  Thankfully, the losses 
of life in the county was low but even 
one is one too many.  Your efforts 
contribute to safety here in our county.  
Thanks for your support.  

- DE N0PNP  
 
Return to TOC 

 

Technical Articles 
 

RF Sensing Latching Antenna Switch 
 
In this article, I decided to try 

something different since I suspect most 
of the readers are using my articles 
either as toilet paper (rough as they may 
be), something to start the fire in their fire 
pits or night time reading material for a 
quick trip to slumberland. 

Recently, I came to the stark 
realization that I have more radios than I 
have antennas.  Most folks would just 
buy an antenna switch and be satisfied 
but not me…  Oh no, I never take the 
easy way out.  I decided to build a 
latching automatic antenna switch that 
latches on the first radio’s transmission 
by sensing the RF and releases to the 
second radio when it sees RF from that 
radio.  For this I needed a reliable way to 
sense the RF and latch a relay.  Using a 
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Thyristor or Silicon Controlled Rectifier 
(SCR), I could latch a relay until the 
anode/cathode circuit is broken.  Then I 
needed a way to reliably sense the 
second transceiver’s RF to unlatch the 
relay and switch to the second 
transceiver. 

I started with the head-scratching 
which always ensues when I try to solve 
a logic problem, then I resorted to head 
banging on my workshop bench.  
Fortunately, the benchtop is Formica so I 
could wipe off the drool and blood.  I 
finally came up with a solution of sorts.  I 
started with two SCR circuits that would 
independently latch.  After pounding my 
head on the workbench for a while 
longer, I decided I didn’t really need two 
SCR circuits but an SCR circuit with a 
way to break the anode-cathode circuit.  I 
came up with an NPN transistor circuit 
that drives a relay that opens the circuit 
from the SCR cathode to ground when 
the second transceiver transmits.  The 
RF sensing circuit consists of a 20pF 
capacitor and two 1N914 diodes directly 
feeding the SCR gate and transistor 
base.  The SCR gate is driven by what I 
called Transceiver 1 and the NPN 
transistor is driven by Transceiver 2.   

 
Schematic with two relays 

 

It works but…Being unsatisfied with 
myself (as I generally am), I felt I needed 
a way to eliminate at least one of the two 
relays so back to the bench. 

I found that the IRF-510 MOSFET 
has an ON resistance of only 0.54 ohms 
– seemed about right to me in that in the 
ON state, there would be very little 
voltage drop across the source/drain 
path.  The only question is whether there 
is adequate voltage at the gate driven by 
the RF sensing circuit alone to open the 
gate of the MOSFET.  This is important 
since a MOSFET is a voltage controlled 
device as opposed to the bipolar 
transistor which is a current driven 
device.  This I determined empirically.  I 
used a method with great historic 
reverence: The veritable “smoke test” – a 
method well proven by experimentation 
over many decades.  By the way, the 
choice of components was just what I 
had at hand and had reasonable 
confidence they could drive any relays I 
chose – even if they sucked current like 
a black hole sucks star matter. 

After some trial and error, I came up 
with the following circuit: 

 
Schematic with MOSFET 

 
Keeping the TIP-120 and eliminating 

the relay by replacing it with the IRF-510 
seemed like an easy change but, as 
always, the reality belies the imagination.  
I still needed the NPN transistor to 
provide the correct logic to the gate of 
the MOSFET.  I could have used the 
ever-popular 2N2222 with a biasing 
network to provide the appropriate gate 
drive but I already had the circuit built 
and it was, after all, an experiment. 
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Control Circuit Laid Out on Proto Boards 

 

The relay shown in the photo is not 
the relay the final design will use it just 
made a loud enough click that I could 
hear it.  The relay I will use makes no 
sound discernible by me (I am getting a 
little hard of hearing). 

One thing to consider (Jeff, KB3HF 
was kind enough to remind me) with this 
type of switch is isolation of the RF paths 
through the relay.  The relay I decided to 
use is a double reed relay which was a 
T/R relay from one of the old MOCOM-
70s.  I checked the isolation on my 
spectrum analyzer and tracking 
generator.  The relay isolation is -60 dB 
at 160 MHz and -75 dB at HF.  This 
means there could be up to 35 microvolts 
(by my calculations and I don’t like doing 
math in public) of RF at the receiver of 
transceiver 1 when transceiver 2 is 
transmitting (assuming 25 watt 
transceivers at 160 MHz).  That seems 
like a lot and may de-sense the 
transceiver 1 receiver but will likely not 
damage the receiver.  A relay could have 
been added to short the transceiver 1 
input when transceiver 2 is selected and 
vice-versa but it seemed like an 
unnecessary complication and an 
addition of a relatively unreliable 
component.  Also, I’ve used these relays 
before for switching RF and I believe the 
isolation is a bit higher than I measured 
with my somewhat leaky setup. 

At this point I just want to say that the 
ability to have someone like Jeff 
(KB3HF) to talk to regarding stuff like this 
is invaluable.  We often bounce ideas 
back and forth just to get a second, 
unbiased, opinion.  Usually it’s 
something you hit yourself in the head 
about and think “Why didn’t I think of 
that?” but collaboration brings value even 
on a project like this one. 

I took a shot at laying out some 
printed circuit boards for this project.  
Some aspects of the boards are a bit 
touchy since one is a short length of 
transmission line with an RF tap on it 
(very touchy) to go to the sensing 
circuits, the other is entirely the relay 
control board (not too touchy at all).  See 
the following lay-outs and remember, I’m 
not all that good at laying out PWBs: 

 
Control Board Top Copper Layer 

 

 
Control Board Bottom Copper Layer 
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Tap Board Top Copper Layer with Silk Screen 

Shown 

 

 
Tap Board Bottom Copper Layer 

 
The tap RF feedline traces are 

exactly 0.12 inches wide on 63 mil FR-4 
Dielectric two-sided circuit board material 
(or equivalent) with the other side being a 
ground plane.  The leads to this board 
must be very short – preferable coax in 
and out.  The trace width and the ground 
plane on the other side are important 
since they form a 50 ohm transmission 
line.  The resistors are carbon 
composition or film with very short leads.  
As you can see, I moved the sensing 
circuit from the control board to the RF 
tap board so that only DC is passed from 
the RF board to the control board.  I also 
changed the tap resistor from 1.8K to 
10K ohm to get more like -26 dB tap 
from the RF lines. 

Also, to prevent crosstalk, it is a wise 
idea to put a grounded barrier between 
the traces (like a wall) and a ground 
plane over the entire board to encase 
each transmission line.  Be careful to 

watch the impedances of the feedlines 
since small changes can impact it. 

This was a fun project.  I don’t know if 
I will modify the circuits to use a 2N2222 
and actually etch the boards and build up 
a few of them for my own use but I 
enjoyed the experiment.  I have had the 
sensing and control circuit running in 
both states for several hours on my 
bench with no issues.  I may just try 
building the boards for fun. 

Could I have done this with a couple 
of simple sensing circuits, a relay, drive 
transistor and an 8 pin PIC 
microcontroller?  Well, yes, I guess I 
could have but I said I would do some 
non-PIC related projects so here you go.  
Enjoy. 

 
ADDENDUM: 

I built up the -26 dB tap board in 
dead-bug style to show that a short 
length of feedline can be created and 
isolated from other feedlines on the 
same board.  See the photo below for 
the tap board and the other photo for the 
VSWR reading at 162 MHz.  As you can 
see, it is 1.2:1 which it remained at from 
117 MHz to 170 MHz. 
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This VSWR is more than acceptable for 
a 2 inch run of feedline.  Even at 70 cm it 
was only 1.5 VSWR and 1:1 at HF up to 
30 MHz.  Now I just need to build up the 
control board and test the whole system.  
I’ll keep you updated as I progress. 

 
-73 de N0PNP  

 
Return to TOC 

 
Digital Corner December 2021 
 
December 29, 2021 

 
As we close out another year, I’d like 

to reflect on the origins of amateur radio 
emergency communications. 
Communicating accurately and in a 
timely manner are cornerstones when 
lives and or property may be in 
jeopardy. Many of us are ARRL 
members and those who are will have 
received an invitation to download a 
Commemorative Reissue of the 
December 1915, Issue #1 of QST. I did 
and I found it very enlightening. I hadn’t 
thought about it before, so I was a little 
surprised when I read that this first issue 
was funded by Hiram Percy Maxim 
(League Chairman) and Clarence D. 
Tuska (League Secretary at the time) 
from their own pockets. 

 

At that time the league had 400 
amateurs signed up and another 200 in 
the process of coming on board. The 
east and west coasts had more hams 
than the interior of the country. These 
hams collectively formed what we today 
call the National Traffic System (NTS), 
which passed messages from third 
parties via ham radio at no cost to the 
third parties. At that time spark gap 
transmitters and crystal detectors were 
the equipment in use. CW was the only 
mode available. 

America was making plans and 
preparations, should we be drawn into 
the war abroad and so Mr. Maxim had 
corresponded with the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Secretary of War 
describing the capabilities of the 
league’s members in providing 
communications in times of emergency. 
These messages were well received.  

For the members, key elements of 
emergency communications were 
accuracy and timeliness. Sounds 
familiar, doesn’t it? That is still the same 
today. No matter what agency we serve, 
they all expect messages delivered 
accurately and in a timeframe that 
allows any needed actions without 
delay. 

Amateurs were encouraged to set 
regular times that they would be 
available to pass traffic and to practice 
with test messages so that they would 
be better prepared when their services 
are needed. 

For those with HF capability, the 
Missouri Traffic Net meets daily at 5PM 
CT during the winter on 3963 kHz, 
followed by the Missouri Emergency 
Services Net (MESN) on the same 
frequency. Listen in and learn how the 
nets work. After listening a few times, 
check in. Learn by doing. Maintain 
proficiency by DOING. 

 



ECA Newsletter  8 

Don’t have HF? VHF/UHF packet 
with Winlink is the foundation of digital 
traffic for emergency communications. 
St Charles County EOC has Winlink 
packet/VARA on 145.01 (1200) and 
441.025 (9600) as W0ECA-10. I have 
VHF packet/VARA on 145.07 (1200) 
and 441.025 (9600) W0KAH-10 as a 
backup to the EOC. If you need help 
setting up a station for Winlink, let me 
know, I’m happy to help. 
 

Happy New Year to all! 
 
Enjoy de Ken W0KAH 
 

Return to TOC 

 

Exercise Reports 

Simulated Emergency Test 2021 

Operation “Slight Breeze” 

It was a bit damp the morning of 2 

October 2021 but the hardy group that 

came out for the exercise were not daunted 

by the cool, rainy weather.  There were 

enough in attendance to divide up three 

field teams plus a two-man contingent at 

the communications trailer.  We had hoped 

for greater interest but sometimes you just 

have to go with what you have.  We started 

the exercise with a page out to volunteers.  

Seven people attended the exercise out of a 

roster of over 25 people. 

The scenario was an EF-5 tornado 

which touched down in New Melle and 

remained on the ground to Boschertown, 

causing extensive damage in its path.  ECA 

was activated to perform windshield 

damage assessment at various points along 

the storm’s path. 

Lessons learned from the exercise were 

the following: 

 

Trailer set-up:  
1. It would be useful to have 90 degree 
coaxial connectors on the back of the 
dual band radio that is to the rear of the 
trailer to accommodate connection of 
the feed-line from the antenna on the 
push-up pole.  

2. Connect mouse to computer at 
power up and wait for the drivers to 
properly load.  

3. Use of headphones in the busy NCO 
environment would make logging easier 
under some circumstances. They were 
available but not used.  

4. Be aware that QLOG5 does 
generate alarms if emergency or priority 
traffic is logged. We need to be aware 
and know how to disable the alarms.  
 

Net Control:  
1. Never have fewer than two people at 
net control. Three to four that are 
familiar with operations is preferable.  

2. Logging can be slow so ask 
operators to slow down their traffic. 
NCO is the traffic cop for the net.  
 

Field Teams:  
1. Field teams need to send traffic 
slower. They should never send faster 
than they can write it down.  

2. Team 1 was not used due to 
attendance being less than required for 
the full exercise.  
 
The exercise demonstrated good use of 

tactical call-signs and all operators made 
good use of the “DRILL TRAFFIC” at the 
end of the messages. The teams were able 
to find the correct locations and pass the 
tactical traffic effectively. The teams need to 
be aware of what constitutes emergency or 
priority traffic and include that in the 
messages to the NCO.  

The NCO was very busy and having a 

logger at the station helped in aiding the 

NCO in getting the traffic as well as keeping 

an accurate log. Generally speaking, the 

messages were sent too fast as previously 

mentioned and it was suggested at the hot-

wash that we have a table top exercise to 
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demonstrate the proper speed for 

messaging. 

The tabletop exercise was performed in 

the November meeting. 

All things considered, the exercise was 

a success and we learned some lessons 

from it that can be applied to our operation 

in weather nets and other activities.  A 

hearty thanks to those that participated – 

we appreciate your desire to be a part of 

the activities of ECA/ARES® and to make 

our operation better. 

“Shaken, Not Stirred” 

Operation “Shaken, Not Stirred was 

another interesting exercise that 

ECA/ARES® participated in on 23 October 

2021.  This was a statewide earthquake 

exercise which involved digital messaging 

as well as voice traffic.  Regional 

Emergency Management (REM) and 

O’Fallon Police were involved as well.  This 

exercise belied its name in that it stirred up 

a hornet’s nest of e-mails and criticism from 

folks who didn’t like the way in which the 

digital side of things was run. 

 

Jeff (KB3HF) at the HF Digital Messaging 

Station 

 So much for best laid plans.  As one 

can expect, something went wrong.  There 

were thunderstorms in the southwest part of 

the state which interfered with radio traffic 

and made the voice and digital nets difficult 

to manage.  These are real-world situations 

which we need to learn to deal with.  We 

cannot expect the disaster to happen in nice 

weather and 70
o
F.  We here in St. Charles 

County adapted and overcame using 

satellite to pass one digital message and we 

were able to pass all of our traffic injects. 

 

The Group Listening to the Voice Net 

Despite the hornet’s nest, it was a 

useful exercise and taught some lessons 

about operation in less than ideal 

conditions. 

- Bill (N0PNP)  Return to TOC 

ECA OFFICERS (2021-2022): 

 

Following is the officers as of the July 
meeting: 
 

 President – Wayne Ault (WD6EZQ) 

 Vice President – Bill Moss (KE0RXS) 

 Secretary/Treasurer – Jeff Young 
(KB3HF) 

 Director – John Regan (AD0MO) 

 Director - Ken Humbertson (W0KAH) 

 Director – Wayne Garrison 
(WD0BZR) 
 

John (AD0MO) has since moved out of 
the area but will continue to serve as 
Director for the remainder of his term. 
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My Many Encounters with 
Radio  (Part 1) 
 
By Wayne KDØBZR 
ECA St Charles County, Missouri   
 
Editor’s Note – This article is a bit different than 

what we typically have and is a bit of an 
autobiography by Wayne.  I had to split it into 

two parts since it is a bit long.  Following is 
Part 1: 

 

Radio is a fascinating medium in that 
it allows people to communicate and 
share information with others.  It is also 
used to entertain others and make new 
friends. Most importantly it also is used 
to save the lives of others in dangerous 
situations. I often think of Marconi and 
his efforts to provide the world with a 
medium to communicate with others. 
Where would we be without it? Radio 
has been a part of my life since I was a 
very young lad, a long, long time ago. 
Read on and I will chronicle my life as it 
pertains to this wonderful medium.  

At the ripe young age of 7 years I 
was first introduced to Radio. My Mother 
had a radio show that she did every 
Saturday at a radio station and every 
week famous music stars would come 
to the broadcast studio and she would 
talk with them over the radio waves and 
they always brought their instruments 
and would play their music between the 
interviews. She would talk with them 
about their music and they would tell the 
listening folks when and where they 
would be doing shows for the public to 
come and see them. I wasn’t allowed in 
the studio as the show was on the air 
but I was allowed to be in the control 
room as the show was being 
broadcasted. I was amazed at all the 
electronic equipment and wires all over 
the place. Mom always had a great 
show and I enjoyed the singing and 
playing. Mom took me to all of her 

shows and I got to meet the stars. I’ll 
never forget one fellow in particular. His 
name was Dale Robertson. He was a 
music star and also played in a lot of 
westerns on TV and I recognized him 
right away and got to meet and talk to 
him after the show.  

Fast forward a number of years. At 
this point I was in Elementary school.  
Our school had Board of Education 
issued radios in all classrooms.  This 
was to provide teaching of lessons over 
the radio station which was owned and 
operated by the Board of Education. 
The lessons were according to the 
grade level of the different classrooms. 
One day individuals from the radio 
station which was located right next 
door to our school came and visited our 
classroom. We all recognized the voices 
of these people as they were always 
heard by us on the radio. Our teacher 
asked them why they came to visit. 
They said there would be some new 
programming that would be broadcast at 
the radio station and that they were 
looking for children of our age to star in 
the new programs. Our teacher decided 
on two members of our class. I and a 
female classmate were selected by our 
teacher.  

Both of us were chosen because we 
had the highest grades in the classroom 
and spoke very clearly. We were told 
that working for the station would 
frequently require us to leave our 
classroom and go to the radio station to 
learn the lines and the programs. The 
first time I walked into the studio, I was 
impressed at all the equipment and the 
technicians which were required to do 
their jobs to put the show on the air. I’ll 
never forget the sound effects guy. He 
gave me an introduction to all the 
different sound effects that were 
available to set an atmosphere for the 
programs we would be doing. We spent 
several months practicing for the new 



ECA Newsletter  11 

shows. We did many shows and they 
were live. Everything went very smooth 
and these people were professionals. It 
was very exciting working with them. I 
got to know everyone in the building. 
Besides the educational shows we did, 
for holidays we were made members of 
the Board of Education choir. They had 
a large auditorium that was purely for 
singing. The choir was quite large and 
there were singers from many schools. 
Naturally those were also broadcasts. 
Besides all of that, there was a request 
from KMOX TV that they were 
interested in the new programming of 
the station. Someone had the bright 
idea to have us do a skit on the air in 
the French language. This was to be 
broadcast live on KMOX Television. I 
always thought French was a beautiful 
language. Now I had to learn it. We 

learned and practiced it at the   radio 
station. It took several weeks to get it 
down pat and there were people there 
to help us learn the language. At the TV 
station everything went well and after 
the broadcast we got to meet all the 
stars that did the regular shows at 
KMOX. After that we became quite the 
stars.  

Fast forward several years, CB radio 
became quite popular. At this time I had 
my own car so I decided to get one. 
One of my friends had a radio shop in 
the neighborhood and he gave me a 
very reasonable price on a new CB. He 
even tweaked it up to 5 watts for me. I 
installed it into my car, got an antenna, 
and adjusted the SWR. I then applied 
for a license with the FCC and now I 
was on my way. I studied the part 97 
rules manual and studied the 10 codes. 
At that time I was working over in 
Belleville Illinois. That radio really came 
in handy. Every morning and every 
evening as I was traveling back and 
forth, I could hear a lady doing traffic 
reports on the radio. As it turned out I 

knew this gal and where she lived so 
one day I visited her and she told me all 
about the traffic reports she was doing. 
She had quite a following. Since I was 
traveling back and forth from Missouri to 
Bellville she asked me if I would like to 
joint the reporting group. I went for it. It 
sure made the commute go the a lot 
faster. Besides, I felt that I was part of a 
good group that advised motorists of 
traffic jams and serious accidents. I did 
that for quite a while and then I heard of 
a broadcast station in the downtown 
area that was doing a similar thing.  

I contacted that radio station and 
offered to do traffic reports for them. I 
was welcomed aboard and became an 
employee of the station. Through my CB 
I would contact the station and advise 
them that I had an important report. 
Then they were able to patch me in to 
their broadcast and give my report. It 
was exciting to say the least. I was 
invited to all their station get-togethers 
and picnics.  
 
Stay tuned for the next newsletter to catch Part 2 
of Wayne’s story of his interactions with radio. 
 

Return to TOC 

Items For Sale 
 

We have a few items for sale 

including the following: 
 

 Three element beam antenna kits 
for DF’ing - $10. Four available 

 TDoA DF’ing kits (Time Direction 
of Arrival) - $12. Two available 

 Various meters and test 
equipment including frequency counters, 
capacitance and inductance meter, see 
below: 

o 50 MHz B&K Model 1801 Freq 
Meter for $25 

o Heathkit 2240 LC Bridge for $30 
o Heathkit IT-121 FET/Transistor 

Tester for $15 with the manual 
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o RF Applications Model D-144 VHF 
Deviation Monitor with manual for 
$20 

o Antennas, power supplies, etc. for 
various prices depending on the unit 

o Small stereo amplifiers (10 to 15 
Watts) for around $20 

o MFJ Deluxe Versa-Tuner II for $100 
with the cross-needle SWR/Power 
meter and variable inductor 

o MFJ-815B Cross-Needle 
Power/VSWR meter (Peak/Ave) for 
$50 

o Two  -10dB TX RX Systems Inc. 
Taps for station output monitoring 
with N connectors for IN/OUT and a 
BNC for the tap - $25 ea. 

o VHF Amplifiers, etc. 
 

If you have interest in any of these 
things, send an e-mail to 
william.a.grimsbo@charter.net and I will 
get back to you.  If you have any items 
you would like to advertise for sale  send 
in an e-mail and we will try to get them in 
the next newsletter.  Please keep these 

things to radio or emergency-related 
items in keeping with the intent of the 
newsletter.  Thanks. 

 
Return to TOC 
 

 

 
 

If there are other types of articles you 
would like to see in the ECA 

Newsletter, drop us an e-mail at 
william.a.grimsbo@charter.net and 

include what you would like to see and 
if you would like to be a contributor. 

The ECA Newsletter needs a 
photographer to supplement articles 

and keep a visual record of 
exercises, activations, meetings, etc.  

If interested, must be available to 
attend these events and participate.  

If interested, contact us at 
william.a.grimsbo@charter.net. 

mailto:william.a.grimsbo@charter.net
mailto:william.a.grimsbo@charter.net
mailto:william.a.grimsbo@charter.net
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Net Control Roster 

 

 

The scheduled Net Control Operator is responsible for finding a replacement if he/she is unavailable 
for their scheduled net or paging.  Any EMA volunteer interested in becoming a Net Control Operator on 
either the EMA Training Net or the ARES® Net should contact Bill Grimsbo (N0PNP) at 
william.a.grimsbo@charter.net.  

  

  
 

 
Some things to remember:  
NCOs - If someone does not open the net by 5 min after the 

designated time, one of the other NCOs are requested to open the net, 
take check-ins and handle any traffic as appropriate.  

 
NCOs - If you are unavailable to run the net, please make 

arrangements – in advance – to have one of the other NCOs run the net 
in your place.  

 
Membership - The net is a very important method of keeping 

involved with what is happening with the Association and ARES® - 
Please consider it part of your weekly calendar (i.e., check in and let us 
know you are still out there).  

 
 
Return to TOC 

Week NCO Callsign 

1 Paul Orf AD0YL 

2 Ken Humbertson W0KAH 

3 Jeff Young KB3HF 

4 Bill Grimsbo N0PNP 

5 (Floater) Wayne Ault WD6EZQ 

mailto:william.a.grimsbo@charter.net
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Calendars 
 

January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

1 
New Year’s 
Day 

2 3 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

4 5 6 
 

 
 

7 
 

8 

9 10 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

11 12 13 
 

ECA Meeting 
1900 hrs 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16 17 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

18 19 20 21 
 

22 

23/30 
 

24/31 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

25 26 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 

 
 
Notes:  
 
1 All meeting locations are subject to change depending on room availability.  Tune  

into nets for latest information. 
2 DEM Net is on DEM-VHF-1 
3 ARES Net is on 145.490(-) MHz.  CTCSS: 141.3Hz 
 
Return to TOC

31  
New Year’s 

Eve 
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February 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
 
 

31 1 2 3 4 5 

6  7 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

8 9 10 
 

 
 

11 
 

12 

13 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

14 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

15 16 17 
 

ECA Meeting 
1900 hrs 

 

18 
 

19 

20 21 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

22 23 24 25 
 

26 

27 
 

28 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
Notes: 
 
1 All meeting locations are subject to change depending on availability.  Tune into 

nets for latest information. 
2 DEM Net is on DEM-VHF-1 
3 ARES Net is on 145.490(-) MHz.  CTCSS: 141.3Hz 
4 The red arrow on the 13th means the nets are on the 14th.  Just trying to be 

festive. 
 
Return to TOC 
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March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
 

28 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

1 2 3 
 

 

4 
 

 

5 

6 
 

7 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

8 9 10 
 
ECA Meeting 
1900 hrs 

 
 

11 
 

12 

13 
 

14 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

 

15 16 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19 

20 21 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

22 23 24 
 

 

25 
 

26 

27 
 

28 
EM Net at 1900 
ARES Net at 
2000 

29 30 
 

31 
 

 

1 
 

 

2 

 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1 All meeting locations are subject to change depending on availability.  Tune into 

nets for latest information. 
2 DEM Net is on DEM-VHF-1 
3 ARES Net is on 145.490(-) MHz.  CTCSS: 141.3Hz 
 
Return to TOC 
  


